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When�150�years�ago,�in�March�1871,�the�young�Paris�
proletariat�attempted�to�“storm�heaven”,�ìercely�put�down�
by�the�bloody�reaction�of�the�French�bourgeoisie�-�in�agree-
ment,�on�that�occasion,�with�the�Prussian�invader�to�crush�
their�common�deadly�enemy�-� it�was�once�again�clear,� as�
LV�ZULWWHQ� LQ� WKH�EYfa^]klg�� WKDW� WKH�KLVWRU\�RI� DOO�KLWKHUWR�
existing�societies�is�“the�history�of�class�struggle”.

$W�WKH�WLPH��WKH�ERXUJHRLVLH�DQG�WKH�FDSLWDOLVW�PRGH�RI�

production�of�which�it�was�the�product�were�living�through�
WKHLU�DVFHQGLQJ�SKDVH�LQ�WKH�IXOO�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�WKH�SURGXF-
tive�forces,�and�their�state�and�democracy�were�established,�
VWLOO�RQ�D�QDWLRQDO�VFDOH��DV�WKH�WULXPSKDQW�SROLWLFDO�WRROV�RI�

WKHLU�UXOH�

As�early�as�1848,�the�working�class,�which�had�begun�
to� take� its� ìrst� steps� just� a� few�decades� before,� had�had�
WR�SD\�D�WUDJLF�SULFH�IRU�LWV�LOOXVLRQ�WKDW�LWV�SROLWLFDO�EDWWOH�

FRXOG�EH�IRXJKW� LQ�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�ERXUJHRLVLH��DOEH-
it�with�its�more�liberal�and�progressive�currents.�With�the�
Commune,�whatever�remained�of�that�ingenuous�hope�was�
swept�away�by�cannon�ìre,�while�it�was�clear,�on�the�con-
trary,�that�“workers�of�all�countries,�unite�!”�was�not�just�a�
VLPSOH�DSSHDO�WR�IHHOLQJV�RI�VROLGDULW\��EXW� D�IXQGDPHQWDO�

scientific� synthesis,� a� vital� requirement� for� revolutionary�
VWUDWHJ\��

It�lasted�for�only�two�months.�And�yet�an�unreplaceable�
OHJDF\�RI�H[SHULHQFHV�ZDV�FRQFHQWUDWHG� LQ� WKH�VKRUW�VSDQ�

of� that�ardent�season,� in� the�heart�of�Paris.� It�deìnitive-
ly�resolved,�when�put�to�the�test,�a� series�of�fundamental�
theoretical� issues�of�socialism.�It�was� the�ìrst�attempt� to�
create�a�new�world:�a�revolution,�according�to�what�0DU[�
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stated�in�his�ìrst�draft�of�the�text,�“not�Y_Yafkl�this�or�that�–�
d]_alaeakl��[gfklalmlagfYd��j]hmZda[Yf��RU�aeh]jaYdakl�–�^gje�RI�klYl]”,�
but�against�the�state�itself.�It�was�against�this�“supernatural�
DERUWLRQ�RI�VRFLHW\”��WKH�Wool�of�the�“war�engine�of�capital�
DJDLQVW�ODERXU”,�for�the�“UHVXPSWLRQ�E\�WKH�SHRSOH�IRU�WKH�

SHRSOH�RI�LWV�RZQ�VRFLDO�OLIH”.
If� it� is� true,�as� it� is� true,� that� the� existence� of� classes�

is�historically�linked�only�to�speciìc�epochs�of�the�devel-
opment� of� the�productive� forces,� that� revolution� had� to�
“smash”� WKH� VWDWH� PDFKLQH� RI� FODVV� RSSUHVVLRQ� EHFDXVH��

H[SODLQV�/HQLQ�LQ�L`]�KlYl]�Yf\�J]ngdmlagf$�“WKH�6WDWH�LV�XQ-
QHFHVVDU\�DQG�FDQQRW�H[LVW�LQ�D�VRFLHW\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHUH�DUH�

QR�FODVV�DQWDJRQLVPV”�
7KH�WUHQG�RI�KLVWRU\�WKHUHIRUH�PDUFKHV�WRZDUGV�WKH�H[-

WLQFWLRQ�RI�FODVVHV�DQG�WKH�VWDWH��DQG�WKH�&RPPXQH��LQ�WKDW�

GLUHFWLRQ��ZDV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�0DU[�“a�thoroughly�expansive�
political�form,�while�all�the�previous�forms�of�government�
had� been� emphatically� repressive”.� It�wanted� “to� abolish�
WKDW�FODVV�SURSHUW\�ZKLFK�PDNHV� WKH� ODERXU� RI� WKH�PDQ\�

the�wealth�of�the�few”.�It�wanted�to�transform�“the�means�
of�production�…�now�chieíy�the�means�of�enslaving�and�
H[SORLWLQJ�ODERXU��LQWR�PHUH�LQVWUXPHQWV�RI�IUHH�DQG�DVVR-
FLDWHG� ODERXU”�� WR� WKH�SRLQW�RI�PDNLQJ� WKHP�EHFRPH�WKH�

fulcrum�of�the�conscious�activity�of�a�society�of�producers�
no� longer� divided� into� classes.� It�wanted� communism,� a�
world� of� free,� equal� people,� incompatible� with� the� exis-
tence�of�every� form�of�state,�because,�as�/HQLQ�DJDLQ�UH-
FDOOHG�LQ�L`]�KlYl]�Yf\�J]ngdmlagf,�“so�long�as�the�state�exists�
there� is� no� freedom”� and�“when� there� is� freedom,� there�
will�be�no�state”.

It�was�to�afìrm�this�historic�necessity�that�the�Commu-
nards�took�the�ìeld,�in�order�to�give�birth�to�a�completely�
new�political�form:�“the�dictatorship�of�the�proletariat”,�a�
ZRUNHUVÝ�VWDWH��D�WUDQVLWRU\�SRZHU�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH�WR�WKH�DE-
ROLWLRQ�RI�DOO�FODVVHV�DQG�DOO�VWDWHV��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�WKDW�KH-
URLF�DWWHPSW�ZDV�DQJULO\�VXSSUHVVHG�E\�D�ERXUJHRLVLH�ZKLFK�

FRQVLGHUHG�FODVV�UXOH�DQG��WKHUHIRUH�FDSLWDO�UXOH��SHUHQQLDO��

Among�victories�and�defeats,�the�essential�meaning�of�
WKDW�EDWWOH�KDV�FURVVHG�WKH�ZKROH�FHQWXU\�RI�WKH�LPSHULDOLVP�
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of� wars� and� revolutions,� to� repropose� itself� today� even�
VWURQJHU�DQG�PRUH�WRSLFDO�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�D�ZRUOG�WKDW�KDV�

profoundly�changed�in�the�meantime.�Having�reached�the�
peak�of�its�development,�the�bourgeois�epoch�has�for�some�
time�been�living�through�ever�more�disruptive�convulsions�
linked�to�its�inevitable�end.�Up�to�the�point�of�seeing�the�
very�foundations�of�its�ideological�creed�vacillate�under�the�
pressure� of� irreversible� trends� that� reveal� its� theoretical,�
political� and� social� fragility.� It� is� a� creed� that�ìnds� itself�
disproved�precisely�in�its�strongholds,�in�the�bewilderment�
of� the�political,� academic�and� journalistic� establishments�
that�have�always�propagandised�it�and�that�are�now�asking�
themselves�questions�disconsolately�in�the�face�of�the�crisis�
of�that�liberal�order�they�have�always�boasted�of.�

Without�any�doubt,� it� is� the� liberal� state,� its�powers,� its�
imperialist�democracy�and�its�representative�institutions�that�
are� being� questioned.� They� have� been� overwhelmed� by� a�
widespread�collapse�of�conìdence�and�pessimism�regarding�
WKHLU�UHDO�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�UHGHPSWLRQå�D�VWDWH�RI�PLQG�WKDW��LQ�

the�old�powers,�reíects�the�reaction�to�a�huge�power�shift,�
ZLFK�LV�H[DFHUEDWLQJ�WKHLU�GHFOLQH��ZKLOH�&KLQDÝV�LPSHULDOLVW�

ULVH�DV�D�QHZ�FRQWLQHQWDO�JLDQW�SURFHHGV�LUUHSUHVVLEO\��

$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKDW�\RXQJ�FODVV�WKDW�UDLVHG�LWV�KHDG�

150� years� ago� to� ìght� a� hopeless� battle� at� the� time,� has�
HQRUPRXVO\�VZROOHQ�LWV�UDQNV��WR�WKH�SRLQW�RI�EHFRPLQJ�WKH�

majority�of�the�human�race.�It�is�a�world�class,�which�guar-
DQWHHV�DQ�XQSDUDOOHOHG�PDWHULDO�IRUFH�IRU�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO-
LVW�SULQFLSOH�RQO\�LGHDOO\�EUDQGLVKHG�DW�WKH�WLPH��

7KH�OHVVRQ�WKDW�FRPHV�IURP�WKRVH�PHQ��IURP�WKHLU�KHU-
RLVP�DV�IURP�WKHLU�GHIHDW��KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�D�SUHFLRXV�FKDS-
ter�in�the�revolutionary�movement’s�WKHRUHWLFDO�OHJDF\�DQG�
struggle.�This�lesson�is�more�alive�than�ever�in�the�unprec-
HGHQWHG�WDVN�RI�HQWUHQFKLQJ�D�/HQLQLVW�3DUW\�LQ�WKH�(XUR-
pean�imperialist�metropolis.�It�is�a�vital�need�for�looking�to�
the�world�and�preparing�ourselves�in�time�for�the�big�new�
Communes�that,�in�the�future,�our�world�class�will�inevita-
EO\�EH�FDOOHG�XSRQ�WR�IDFH��

)HEUXDU\�����


