
Arrigo Cervetto

Class Struggles 
and the 

Revolutionary Party 

Texts
Marxist Science Publications



For information about our publications please contact
éditions Science Marxiste 

10, rue Lavoisier – 93100 Montreuil-sous-Bois – France
e-mail  : info@sciencemarxiste.com
http  ://www.sciencemarxiste.com

Translated from Italian:
Lotte di classe e Partito rivoluzionario

Edizioni Lotta Comunista, Milan, Italy
© January 2022 – ISBN 978-88-96901-82-3

© January 2025 for the English translation:
éditions Science Marxiste 

Montreuil-sous-Bois

ISBN 978-2-490073-47-4

Publishers note :
In almost six decades, seven Italian editions of this work have been publi-
shed: the rst in May 1966, and the rest in December 1970, January 1974, 
May 1977, January 1988, October 2004, and nally January 2022.
e rst English edition was published in July 2000.

New revised and enlarged edition
(1st English edition: 2000)



      5

Contents

p. 7 Editor’s note

25 Prefaces

27 Preface to the seventh Italian edition (G.L.)
31 Preface to the sixth Italian edition (G.L.)
49 Preface to the rst Italian edition (A.C.)
51 Preface to the h Italian edition (A.C.)

57 First Chapter
SOCIOECONOMIC FORMATION
AND THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

60 e Scientic Methodology of Capital
61 e Skeleton and Body of Marxist Analysis
63 From Capital to the Leninist Party
65 e Party, the Science’s Point of Arrival 
67 e Political Description of Social Relations
68 e Materialist Formation of Political Consciousness
71 Political Consciousness Brought from Without
73 e Science Diused and Recognised through Action
74 e Revolutionary Strategy in the Economic Process
74 Political Analysis as Social Analysis
75 e Science of the Revolution

93 Second Chapter
THE WORKERS’ STRUGGLE
AND THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

95 e Workers’ Coalition
97 e Working Class’s Political Struggle
98 e Party of the Workers’ Struggle

100 Wage Struggles
101 Strike Struggles



6     Class Struggles and the Revolutionary Party

p.104 e Two Aspects of Workers’ Spontaneity
105 e Embryonic Form of Consciousness
106 e Inuence of Bourgeois Ideology
108 How the Party Fights Spontaneity
111 e Strike: A School of War
112 e Strike: A Natural Economic Phenomenon
114 e Proletariat’s Natural Superiority
119 e Strike: A Proletarian Tool
120 e Interconnection of Strikes
123 Strike Statistics 
129 Radicalising the Struggles 
135 e Trade-Union Issue
136 e ird Period of Lenin’s eorisation
138 e Social Violence of Democracy
140 More Democracy, More Violence
141 e “School of Communism”
143 e Struggle for Revolutionary Inuence in the Trade Unions
145 Revolutionary Work in Reactionary Trade Unions

159 ird Chapter
THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
AND REVOLUTIONARY STRATEGY

167 Trotsky’s Strategy

185 Index of names and works
189 Index of illustrations


